Hyaluronidase activity in serum of patients with monoclonal gammapathy.
Hyaluronidase and hyaluronic acid, two substances thought to be strongly implicated in carcinogenesis, were assessed in the plasma of 35 patients with newly documented monoclonal gammapathy and in 25 control patients. A significant increase was found in plasma hyaluronidase activity in the patients with monoclonal gammapathy. A statistically significant positive correlation was found between hyaluronidase activity and monoclonal immunoglobulin levels in plasma. An increase in serum hyaluronidase activities may be a response to the deleterious effect of hyaluronic acid in cell migration and tumor progression. Further studies are needed to assess the value of hyaluronidase activity as a marker of tumor progression.